[Genetic evidence corroborates Negme's hypothesis about the greater mildness of American trypanosomiasis in Chile].
Chagas disease is present in northern and central Chile. Not more than 25% of infected individuals have had a pathologic condition presumably due to Trypanosoma cruzi. The majority of individuals with chronic infectious Chagas disease in Chile are asymptomatic in contrast to what has been observed in other South American countries. Historic and paleopathologic evidences suggest that this particular behavior could be explained by a genetic adaptation of Chilean aborigines to T cruzi. Associations between ethnic admixture, presence of Chagas disease, associated cardiac pathology and 4 blood groups (ABO, MNSs, Rh and Duffy) were investigated among inhabitants of San Pedro de Atacama in northern Chile. Cardiac pathology was determined by positive serologic reactions in individuals with abnormal electrocardiographic findings. Individuals with negative serologic results had a significantly greater aboriginal admixture (88%) compared to those with positive serology (66%). This findings supports the hypothesis of genetic adaptation explaining mildness of Chagas disease in Chile.